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On Feb. 15, the National Liberation Army (ELN) launched an offensive to protest the upcoming
elections, Colombia's existing oil policy, and US intervention. Since then, the ELN has occupied a
dozen small communities in seven departments of the country. The occupations consist of attacks
against local police posts followed by discussions with residents to persuade them to abstain from
voting in the March 11 elections. Attacks against oil facilities have been stepped up. The ELN has
pledged to continue bombing pipelines and other equipment until the government enters into
negotiations to formulate a new national oil policy that does not "give away" Colombia's oil to
foreign multinationals. US intervention, said ELN spokespersons, includes nearly 50 US military
advisers who accompanied $60 million in military aid to allegedly combat drug traffickers. The
advisers, say the rebels, are assisting the Colombian army in "counterinsurgency" efforts, i.e.,
campaigns to exterminate rebels and other leftists. The ELN has also asserted that the crackdown
against drug traffickers and the continual media barrage of righteousness by public officials are
hypocritical since "all Colombian political leaders" have been compromised by "hot money." Feb.
19: Guerrillas blew up power lines in Cartagena, causing a black-out affecting most of the city. They
also attacked a police station and five police posts, wounding five officers. The National Liberation
Army (ELN) claimed responsibility, according to police sources who requested anonymity. The
purpose of the attack was presumably to protest the presence of President Bush in Cartagena on
Feb. 15 at a "drug summit" with the presidents of Colombia, Bolivia, and Peru. ELN rebels released
US priest Francis Amico Ferrari unharmed in Cali where he was abducted. Amico Ferrari said after
being released he was lectured on the need to nationalize foreign oil holdings in Colombia and
other topics. The ELN issued a communique through Colombian news media Feb. 16 claiming the
kidnappings were to protest Bush's visit. In northern Santander, ELN rebels set fire to equipment
at a government oil drilling camp and fought two battles with police that killed one officer and
two guerrillas and wounded one policeman. A police communique said Fabio Gomez, mayor of
Almaguer in southwest Cauca state, and Colombian anthropologist Jesus Bolivar were kidnapped
Feb. 17 in Almaguer. In the last 18 months the National Liberation Army has kidnapped 16 mayors.
The guerrillas have been releasing the mayors after warning them to spend more money on projects
for poor people. Feb. 20: Medellin daily newspaper El Colombiano published a letter sent to
relatives of two US citizens kidnapped Feb. 13 by the ELN. The letter said, "We are inclined to give a
lesson in respect to the government of the United States, and if it intervenes in Colombia there will
be an uprising like in Vietnam and El Salvador...Our position will change only when North America
suspends its ways of intervening and of military aggression in Latin America." The ELN asserted
that until its demands are met, all US interests would be considered military targets. News accounts
read on the radio identified some US targets cited by the ELN as Occidental Petroleum and Texaco,
among other US oil companies and enterprises. (Basic data from AP, 02/20/90; Notimex, Xinhua,
02/21/90)
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